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The Degree of Love Held

in Redwood City

The second degree was held on July
Ist at Bay View 109 in Redwood City.
We had 6 candidates, representing True
Fellowship 52 Cupertino 70 and host
lodge Bay View 109.

I've done a lot of degree work at this
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point, and I will say that the one we did g

July 1st was the best organized that I've
had the pleasure of participating in. Eve-
ryone was on time. We started the meet-
ing at 7 PM exactly (special thanks on
that front goes to Mark Henry, acting
Noble Grand for Bay View), and we
closed the meeting a little bit before 8
o'clock, again, exactly when we ex-
pected to. Thanks to our hosts for the
delicious dessert we all enjoyed after!

For those members who are going
up to the cave as part of the district 107
degree team, it was an auspicious live
rehearsal, largely off-book, with few
mistakes. Mason Wolf presided as No-
ble Grand, Katy Dickinson was Vice
Grand. Reprising their roles as Warden
and Conductor, respectively, were Jane
Beckman and Jesse Donaldson. Debra
LaVergne was Past Grand, while Scott
Spence did the role of Chaplain, and
Debbie Wolf was Inside Guardian. In
addition, Reed Sutton, Amy Zerges,
Steve Koehler, Hannah Koury, and
Randee Chin took roles particular to
this degree.

Receiving the mysteries of the de-
gree were Terrance Seddon, Megs
O'Neil, and Alan Winston of True Fel-
lowship 52, Helen Bobias and Pamela
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Initiatory Degree H
at Cupertino 70

On Monday, June 30, 2025 the Cu-
pertino Initiatory Degree Team met to
welcome 3 new candidates into the Inde-
pendent Order of Odd Fellows. The
evening began with a light dinner of
vegetarian pasta, salad, sausage, and
garlic bread. After dinner we got down
to business by introducing from True
Fellowship #52 Katy Crockett and
Sam Sloan, and from Saratoga #428
Becky Doty, to the Initiatory degree,
sometimes called the degree of “Purity”.

The candidates were asked to exam-
ine how their actions and thoughts affect
the world around us and then to affirm
their commitment to help the Odd Fel-
lows promote acts of friendship to bene-
fit all mankind going forward.

Johnson of Cupertino 70, and Josh

Bachant of Bay View 109.
-- By Mason Wolf

Upcoming Degrees:

e Third degree on July 23rd in San
Jose

e  First degree on July 31st in Mountain
View

To close the meeting the Chaplain
gave the final prayer, the Vice Grand led
everyone in repeating the Valediction,
and the Right Supporter to the Noble
Grand proclaimed the lodge closed. This
was followed by homemade cherry
cheesecake served in the dining room.

Our next Initiatory Degree meeting
will be held on Monday, September 29,
2025. Please be sure to let us know if
you have any new candidates that you
would like to be initiated at that time. If
you would like to become a member of
our Initiatory Degree Team please con-
tact Annie Cronin or Randee Chin.
Many thanks to our Cupertino Initiatory
Degree Team and guest volunteers for
helping make this a special experience
for our new members and all those who
attended.

-- By Randee Chin
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Cave Degree 2025

I was happy to help make flyers and
a poster and bring these to promote the
Cave Degree Weekend during Grand
Lodge Sessions and more recently at the
Three Links Camp. I have learned that
when I spend time with Odd Fellows,
the things that are important to me, are
often important to others.

Live degree work is important to me.
I am lucky to have talented and energetic
support in this all around me in district
107, in my associate lodges and espe-
cially in my home lodge of True Fellow-
ship #52. I was especially supported by
the members of Barnes Encampment
#77 in promoting live degrees in general
and the opportunity of the Cave Degree
in September of this year specifically.

I believe it is more important to put
on (by this I mean assist, because it's
never the work of one member alone),
live degrees than it is to have received
your Odd Fellows' degrees.

Reading a blessing 10 times in re-
hearsal and once more directly praying a
blessing onto new candidates as the
Chaplain of the Initiatory degree is deep-
ly moving. Reading, reciting, reading,
reciting, and hopefully memorizing the
Venerable Warden's admonition will
always be internalized more deeply to

I & - Thursday the 4th, and all Odd Fellows

= we’re calling the “Odd Ball” (Contra

& Dance style - Think Dicken’s Faire or
. Pride and Prejudice). On Saturday, in
- addition to the degrees, we’ll be includ-

At the three links camp festival, Debbie
Wolf and Alison Holeman enjoyed sharing
information about the cave degree and
selling outfits made by Debra LaVergne to
raise money for it.
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F ities. Before the weekend even starts,

~ lodges. And on Sunday afternoon, Grand
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the brother/sister who did that than to a
brother/sister who heard it once, no mat-
ter live or recorded. The same is true for
each message and charge of each degree
in our charge books.

When we perform a live degree, we
are telling our candidate family that they
are worth our time and effort, and so is
the lesson. What we give to our new
brothers and sisters in Odd Fellowship,
in their journey through the degrees of
Friendship, Love, and Truth, by going to
this extra effort, is that a group of their
new chosen family finds them so im-
portant, and their enjoyment of each les-
son so important as to put in such effort
and be there for them through planning
meetings, rehearsals, contingency plans
and practices.

For over 80 years, one of the best
venues for live degrees in California is at
the Pythian Cave in Yreka. Over the
course of the weekend, Initiatory, First,
Second, and Third Degrees are all per-
formed in as fun and as traditional a way
as we can.

The Cave Degree Weekend is now
operated by the Richard Brouse Degree
Lodge #190 (currently the only degree
lodge in CA). The weekend chosen may
be different each year as it corresponds
to the moon's waxing, proximity to a
Saturday, and at an appropriate angle to
be seen from the Pythian Cave. This
year, set your calendar for Sept 5-7th.
Registration is now open. Details are at:
oddfellowscavedegree.com/2025-odd-con/

This year, we have a few extra activ-

The Cave Degree
Yreka, CA

®

Experience Odd Fellowship in a new light.

Learn more at
oddfellowscavedegree.com

@:FhO®

Grand Warden Adam Potolsky will
make his official visit to Yreka 19 on

are invited to attend. Then on Friday
evening we’ll have a fun dance that

The Richard Brouse Degree Lodge #190, Independent Order of 0dd Fellows

ing some relevant training support for

members to bring back to their home The bannerwe broughtto the camp festival.

be conferred up at the cave with the help
of the Davis encampment.

It’1l be a busy weekend, and chances
are, you'll recognize more than a few
0Odd Fellows from District 107 making it
all possible.

-- By Debbie Wolf

Master Rita Cooper will install the
newly elected officers of Richard Brouse
Degree Lodge 190, followed by a live
recording of an episode of the Three
Links Odd Cast (an Odd Fellows pod-
cast). Finally, for those joining the en-
campment, the Patriarchal Degree will
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Mountain View #244
Castro Street Window
Display, June 2025

Mountain View Lodge #244 is very
fortunate to be located on Castro Street
in downtown Mountain View (the main
street) where we put up different win-
dows displays each month. Our June
display is dedicated to LGBTQ Pride
Month, that commemorates the contri-
butions of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and queer people, culture
and community.

As we all know, Oddfellows stands
for Friendship, Love and Truth and our
Order welcomes people regardless of

age, religion or gender. Lodge 244
prides itself on welcoming members of
the LGBTQ community. Our June win-
dow display includes pictures and
quotes by various well-known gay peo-
ple, past and present and our regular
window models Eleanor and Franklin
are dressed for the occasion. Franklin’s
T-shirt declares that the First Pride was
a Riot. Why is this?

Pride month coincides with the anni-
versary of the Stonewall Riots in New
York City, June 28 — July 3, 1969.
Stonewall Inn was opened as private,
members-only club gay bar in Green-
wich Village in March 1967. At that
time, it was funded by the Genovese
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Crime Family who thought that a busi-
ness catering to the gay community
might turn a profit.

Stonewall's owners could not obtain
a liquor license because state law in the
1960s did not allow bartenders to legally
serve gay people. As a private club, each
customer bought tickets that could be
exchanged for drinks. The bar's lack of a
license made it vulnerable to police
raids, and police raids on gay bars were
routine in the 1960s. The owners gave
cash bribes to the NYPD's 6th Precinct,
where the bar was located, to stave off
raids, which then usually happened early

on weekday evenings when crowds were
small.

The raid, late on Friday, June 28,
1969, was different - the mafia was not
alerted, and nor was the NYPD's sixth
precinct. That night the bar was very
busy, and officers quickly lost control of
the situation. The raid attracted a crowd
and led to a riot. Tensions between New
York City police and gay residents of
Greenwich Village erupted into more
protests the next evening and again sev-
eral nights later. Within weeks, Village
residents quickly organized into activist
groups to concentrate efforts on estab-
lishing places for gays and lesbians to be
open about their sexual orientation with-
out fear of being arrested.

The first anniversary of the riots was
marked by peaceful demonstrations in

3

Triple Links

several American cities that have since
grown to become today’s pride parades.
The Stonewall National Monument was
established in 2016 at the site, now un-
der new management. Today, pride
events are held annually throughout the
world toward the end of June to mark
the Stonewall riots. On June 6, 2019,
coinciding with World Pride being cele-
brated in New York City, Police Com-
missioner James P. O'Neill apologized
for the 1969 raid. So, as our window
model Franklin states - the First Pride
was indeed a Riot!

-- By Sinéad and Ria Toolis
Information on Pride and Stonewall
obtained from Wikipedia

g

Crafty in Mountain View

For the past couple of months,
Mountain View 244 has been hosting a
new club, led by local resident Julia
Peterson. Her group is actually a book
club, except that lately they’ve also tak-
en to doing crafts together. They’re
friendly and social and open to anyone,
so when they asked the Mountain View
Odd Fellows to let them use their space
once a month, the lodge said yes.

They leave the doors open while
they craft, so it’s extremely common for
people to come in and check it out. |
was the “chaperone” in June (a lodge
member must be present in order for the
group to be covered by our insurance),
and saw for myself how much fun they
were having, and got to answer ques-
tions about our Order. The group
doesn’t have a regular date (next events
are on July 12 and August 10), but you
can see when it’s scheduled on the
Mountain View 244 online calendar.

If you want to try it out, bring your
own craft and maybe make new friends!

-- By Mason Wolf



https://www.siliconvalleyoddfellows.org/mountain-view/
https://www.siliconvalleyoddfellows.org/mountain-view/
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IT°’S ASUMMER OF FUN IN CUPERTINO! - By Jim Kabage
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Kanikapila — Burger Fry

On June 25th, we held our second
Cupertino and True Fellowship Kani-
kapila — Burger Fry, at the Cupertino
Lodge. This event combined the Hawai-
ian music from Cupertino and the
monthly True Fellowship burger bbq. It
was great working with the True Fellow-
ship team in running the event.

Our attendance wasn’t that great, so
we’ll need to tweak it somehow if we are
to continue combining them. Special
thanks goes to brother Scott Spence for
doing food prep, cooking and cleaning,
along with the rest of the True Fellow-
ship team. If you’re in the area, we have
our regular potluck kanikapilas (Hawaii-
an music playing, hula and singing) eve-
ry 4th Wednesday of the month starting

s

Cupertino 70 4th of July
BBQ

The Cupertino 4th of July BBQ was
quite a success. Over 40 members and
guests made it. It was a great time to
catch up with members in a social envi-
ronment. Thanks to the prep team of
Randee Chin, Stehpen Franke,
Marvin Carter, Les Wong, Jordan
Duval, Helen Bobias, Estelle Ramolete
and chief BBQ’er Ron Myres. Everyone
enjoyed bbq burgers, hot dogs, veggie
burgers, fresh corn on the cob, chili, wa-
termelon and apple pie.

Most of our events throughout the
year are fundraisers and require a lot of
work. This event and our roll call dinner

at 6:00pm. Zoom access is available if provide a time for us to spend more of

you cannot travel. Sign up at:
https://cupertinooddfellows.org.

Watch the true52.org web site for their
events, including their monthly ham-
burger fry on the last Wednesday of each

our leisure time with each other. Our
lodge is growing, and we are fortunate to
have some great members. We look for-
ward to adding more over time.

Cupertino Father’s Day
Hawaiian Concert

Patrick Landeza Presents, produced
a Hawaiian concert on Father’s Day at
our Cupertino Lodge. With over 80 in
attendance, everyone enjoyed a meal that
Patrick made plus top notch Hawaiian
entertainment by Kupaoa (Lihau and
Kellen Paik), from the island of Kauai
and Mark Yamanaka, from the big is-
land. Accompanying the musicians were
many of our local hula dancers. Dinner
was a Hawaiian plate lunch that included
teriyaki chicken, kalua pig, rice, and sal-
ad.

Patrick plans to host a number of
Hawaiian concerts at our lodge this year,
so please check the calendar on our web
site at cupertinooddfellows.org, for more
information.



https://cupertinooddfellows.org
https://true52.org/events
https://cupertinooddfellows.org
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San Jose Rose, White
and Blue Parade,
Friday July 4th

On the morning of Friday,
July 4th , the following call and
response could be heard all

Y
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“What is the first link? It was afine dayto break out the True Fellowship #52 | \\\\\ G h
Eriendship.’ What iS. the seco'nd banner! Measuring 10'x4’, they usually make the PRI i
l{nk.; Love!, What is the third taller members carry it. From L to R: Scott Spence, [nanna Zuanna Is Revived
link: T”"”th- Who are we? Odd Andrew Crockett, Jane Beckman, Debbie Wolf,
Fellows! Honor Wolf, Jeff Rively, Martin Stein, David Tingey

through San Jose’s Shasta/ &
Hanchett and Rose Garden R
neighborhoods: : 3 <R

Our local unit of the Ladies of the

Members of True Fellowship
52, including Scott Spence, An-

drew Crockett, Debbie Wolf, Martin §

Stein, Sue Stein, David Tingey,
Helmuth Litfin, Kat Powell, Honor
Wolf, Jeff Rively, and Mason Wolf
gathered behind the “Oddsmobile”, ou

1937 Chevy Sedan, driven by Jane §

Beckman, all to celebrate Independence
Day by marching together in San Jose’s
annual Rose, White and Blue Parade.

In between the call and response we
sang the Odd Fellows Opening Ode.
Both were well received by the crowd.

All of those marching in the parade,
plus the attending public, were blessed
with beautiful weather and temperatures
in the 70s.

But, as someone once said, “It’s not
really an adventure until things go
wrong”. Halfway through the parade,
The Oddsmobile suffered a battery fail-
ure. But much to the delight of the cheer-
ing crowd it became a “community pow-
ered” vehicle pushed along the route by
a rotating group of Odd Fellows. Three
spectators from the crowd even volun-
teered to help push.

All along the 2-mile parade route we
had the opportunity, if briefly, to con-
verse with the crowd. Afterwards, Broth-
ers and Sisters of True Fellowship 52
walked through the crowds at the post-
parade festival and handed out flyers for
upcoming events at our lodge.

Everyone seemed to have a good
time, and hopefully we can have an even
bigger turnout of Brothers and Sisters for
next year’s parade.

-- By Scott Spence

Oracle, Inanna Zuanna #9, had been
dormant since the pandemic. It has re-
vived recently at the insistence of Queen
Annie Cronin, who was initiated with 9
other Queens during the Three Links

v Camp Festival weekend by Past Su-

Three awesome teens (names withheld)
went from spectators to human engines,
helping to push the “"Oddsmobile” along.
Also pictured, David Tingey, Kat Powell,
and Andrew Crockett. - 7/4/2025

Parliamentarian Training
at Philotesian

Sister Mary Lou Lang, the Noble
Grand of Philotesian Rebekah Lodge
#145, is a registered parliamentarian
with the National Association of Parlia-
mentarians, and chairs Zeta Unit, a local
chapter. For the next several months, she
is running a class on parliamentary pro-
cedure on the 4th Thursday of each
month at 8:00pm, after Philotesian does
its necessary lodge business.

The class will be accessible by
Zoom with Meeting ID=880 6640 0915
and Passcode=938277

Meeting link

To become a registered parliamen-
tarian, one needs to take a proctored test
and join a local unit.

-- By Debra LaVergne

g preme Ashayhi Debra La-Vergne.

Officers were elected and installed:

. Great Ashayhi Debbie Wolf, Queen

Ashayhi Vera Zinkl, Keeper of Tradi-
tions Debra LaVergne, Keeper of Shek-
els Annie Cronin, Oriental Guide Ali-
son Holeman, Prelate Carol Wahrer,
Captain of Degree Sheryl Cambron,
Detector Sharla Cheney, Executioner
Katrina Hazen, Guard Lana Crown
and Syndic Mary-Jane Shabalin.

The next activity planned is a tea
party on Saturday, August 2 at the
Greenzeiger backyard in Sunnyvale. In
September, Queens will go to Filoli Gar-
dens in Woodside to see the Trolls.
There will be a Moon Feast in coopera-
tion with Xanadu Sanctorum in October
or November. Near the end of the year,
we will have a cocktail party and cock-
tail recipe exchange.

LOTO (Ladies of the Oracle, for-
merly Ladies of the Orient) is an organi-
zation founded by women, for women,
for the purpose of creating a place for
women to goof off and be themselves.
Those who are interested in joining Inan-
na Zuanna should contact the Keeper of
Traditions at debra.ella@gmail.com.
Membership requirements are to be 18
years of age, and identify as female or
nonbinary. Membership in a Rebekah
Lodge is not required.

-- By Debra LaVergne


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88066400915?pwd=HCxrqM8FBZxxgU5E5sPRa0dw0xL1Bl.1
https://filoli.org/trolls/
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Odd Fellows Festival: A
first time visit by a first
degree member

I came to the Odd Fellows festival to
help spread the word of the LARP work-
ing with True Fellowship 52. We
thought it would be a good opportunity
to showcase the LARP, answer some
questions, and see if people outside our
lodge might be interested in trying it
out. When we got there Friday night, it
was a beautiful campground and a very
relaxed environment. Last minute setups
were being finished and people were
casually chatting up old friends, and
talking about whose fire they were go-
ing to hang around at night, or where
they were staying off site and when
they’d be there the next morning.

Saturday morning after
breakfast we began setting
up for tabling. The other
members of the LARP com- g
mittee put on the costuming
we used for our regular char-
acters, displayed a number of
the foam weapons we use,
and set up a looped
slideshow on a laptop to help
showcase the LARP. We NGl
answered questions and had
some nice conversations with
the people who were passing
by to head to the raffle table.
We had people from seven
different lodges take an inter- [§
est not previously knowing
there were any LARPs asso-
ciated with odd Fellows.

We were positioned next to the Cave
Degree table, and got to overhear the
history of the site and the work to re-
store it as a degree Lodge. We also got
reminded about the Cave Degree in Sep-
tember and Odd Con. We’d been mean-
ing to register, so took the opportunity
to do it at the table. Other booths were
fundraising; selling some odd fellows
pins and challenge coins, selling food,
and some jewelry. It was a lively and
friendly afternoon.

We did a live demo of the LARP
combat, doing a couple of sparring
matches to show off the style of the
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combat, both how fun and safe it could
be. We then took on all challenges, as
all the children present wanted to try
swinging the foam swords. We even got
a couple of the adults to try swinging the
foam swords. The Tri-tip dinner was
amazing, and very welcomed after all of
the LARP combat demos.

I think the Odd festival is a great op-
portunity to both meet with people from
other lodges, as well as an opportunity
for the Lodges to show off what they are
doing. From events like Hamiltunes and
Jane Austin Dances, to the various game
nights or communal meal nights hosted
by the various lodges. There were an
abundance of events I didn’t know were
going on, and I wouldn’t have known
who to ask because I haven’t traveled to
the other lodges. All of these events are
going to be made better by more in-

David Tingey and Amanda Bartlett engage in a fun demonstration
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Barnes Encampment
Becomes More Purple

7 Patriarchs from Barnes Encamp-
ment experienced the Royal Purple De-
gree at the Three Links Camp on June
27 and June 28. With help from Grand
Patriarch Wendell Watson, Grand Mas-
ter Rita Cooper, Deputy Grand Master
Carlos Juarez, and Patriarch Tom Sil-
va, Chief Patriarch Debra LaVergne
and Barnes Encampment conferred the
Royal Purple Degree on 5 Patriarchs on
Friday afternoon. On Saturday morning,
those newly raised to Royal Purple as-
sisted to confer the Royal Purple degree
on two more Patriarchs who had not
been able to get there in time on Friday.

The natural terrain in the glade
around Monkey Rock provided the nec-
essary props for the degree. All the can-
didates were blindfolded
and carefully led by the
Guide (Wendell Watson on
Friday and Debbie Wolf on
Saturday) through the route
for presentation to the High
Priest (Rita Cooper on Fri-
\ day and Katrina Hazen on
S Saturday).

Baases—  Hiking to Monkey Rock

\R had been a tradition of The-
ta Rho and Junior Odd Fel-
= lows during Three Links
- Camp work week, and was
©  often used as an activity
~ during the campership
weeks as well. The modern
world is completely invisi-

of foam swordplay at the Three Links Camp Festival - 6/28/2025

volvement and cross-lodge involvement.

For those worried about sleeping on
camp beds, a number of members took
up spots in local inns and motels. My
wife and [ were lucky enough to stay in
a cabin in Sierra Park owned by the
Crockett Family. So there are options to
make it easier to involve yourself with
the Odd festival and see what's happen-
ing in the other Lodges.

I know after my first try of the festi-
val that I’ll be back next year, and look-
ing forward to seeing what people are
sharing of their lodges.

--By Terrance Seddon

6

ble, and the highway is only
rarely audible, but cell
phone reception is better there.

-- By Debra LaVergne
- i

Annie Cronin and Andrew Crockett receive
instruction in the Royal Purple Degree from
CP Debra LaVergne - 6/28/2025


https://youtube.com/shorts/q1l6uCS6s70?si=efjyzTGmYWWVEkp1
https://youtube.com/shorts/q1l6uCS6s70?si=efjyzTGmYWWVEkp1
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Game Night
at Bay View 109

REDWOOD CITY — On June 20, 7
pm, Bay View Lodge #109 presented
their second monthly game night, a new
tradition that is sure to be a winner and
an ongoing activity for the SF bay area
Oddfellows community and visitors.

At the event there was a catered din- |8
ner consisting of delicious food from a &=

local Mediterranean restaurant. People
had so much fun talking and dining,
while also meeting new friends and ac-
quaintances.

After everyone was full with a warm
and satisfying dinner, they proceeded to
the main hall where an icebreaker game
was presented by Hannah Koury and
Amy Zerges in which participants were
busy filling out bingo cards as they
sought out answers from other people in
the group. This game was followed by a
team Password Game in which there
were two groups of 20 people having a
wonderful time. At the peak of the even-
ing, there were probably 50 people at-
tending altogether.

Following the group games was a
time to play boardgames at various card
tables around the room, such as Chinese
Checkers, Pictionary, Poker, Jenga,
Mancala, and others. And of course,
some people enjoyed just talking and
getting to know one another and that
was fine too! Such fun, with a happy
community spirit redolent of all Oddfel-
lows activities.

Overall, a good time was had by all
and many wanted to know when the
next game night would occur. Steven
Koury, the financial treasurer
Bayview, shared the benefits of Odd
Fellowship and welcomed guests who
were interested in joining the lodge. The
guests themselves were also very gener-
ous and donated money for the evening.

The next game night is in the pro-
cess of being planned in the near future.
Stay tuned! Also, if any lodge has ques-
tions about putting on a similar game
night, please contact Reed Sutton, and
he will be more than happy to answer
any questions about how to proceed.

--By Amy Zerges and Reed Sutton

of CA Grand Marshall),
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ﬂ Grand Master Official
Visit to Saratoga 428

If you have an Odd Fellows Instruc-
tion Manual, you will know that a Grand
Master visit (or any formal visit) is a
meeting variation which adds content to
a regular meeting. That Tuesday night
(6/24/25), our meeting was called to
order by Mike Bever, NG at the Sarato-
ga IOOF Lodge #428 at 7:30 PM fol-

lowing a sumptuous dinner catered by jects will

Bepo di Buca.

This meeting contained an Official
visit by Rita Cooper, Grand Master. It
was attended by 31 members which in-
cluded 21 members of Saratoga Lodge
and 10 guests who were all Odd Fellow
members.

Rita’s Entourage included: Brian
Schlesinger (Grand Conductor), Zoe
Timmerman (Grand Instructor), and
Lawrence '"Stark" Degesse (Grand
Body Guard), and other notable at-
tendees who came to support her were:
Michael Greenzieger (past GM),
Debra LaVergne (Past president, CA
Rebekah Assembly), Annie Cronin
(Member Cupertino Lodge 70, and past

(True Fellowship Lodge 52 and past
DDGM District 107), Debbie Wolf and
Kat Powell, members of True Fellow-
ship Lodge, 52, and Pam Johnson,
Member from Cupertino Lodge, 70

During the formal visit portion of the
meeting, Rita Cooper, GM, her entou-
rage, members with more than 45 years
in odd-fellowship, and members with
less than a year, were introduced and
then seated.

During the: Good of the Order por-
tion of the meeting, Rita read from a
very interesting historical reference re-
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garding the founding of Saratoga IOOF

Mason Wolf
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Lodge #428 in April of 1912, and
who our lodge’s founding members
were and their occupations. She then
promoted outreach in our Lodges and
recommended the formation of a
"Membership Committee" and an
"Events Committee" to promote mem-
bership growth in them. She referred to
her letter containing 100 examples of
activities that lodges can have. She also
announced that her Grand Master's Pro-
include donations to Three
Links Camp, Odd Fellows Rose Pa-
rade float and an RCS program for chil-
dren under 5 years old.

The meeting was closed (in the nor-
mal way) after Rita’s encouraging com-
ments.

-- By Paul Milleson




Triple Links Triple Links

Silicon Valley Odd Fellowship

Golden Rule Degree for 1 More Fun Ahead in July!

On June 12th, Barnes Encampment
77 held a degree for one very special
member. Alison Holeman had been una-
ble to be present for the previous confer-
ral of the Golden Rule degree of the en-
campment back in March, and we had
already decided that we would be doing

the Royal Purple degree at the end of the ®

month at the Three Links camp festival.
For Alison to be eligible, we needed to
do it again. So that’s what we did!

Alison took the entire ordeal in
stride like the true champion that she is.
Was it our best performance? Not by a
long shot! No one had the secret work
handy, so we had to do our best to give it
from memory (which you’re supposed to
do anyway of course), and there were
other issues with blocking, and some
lessons had to be re-explained afterward
because pantomime is not the clearest
form of communication (if you’ve taken
the degree, you understand). But we all
enjoyed the experience. Many of the
people giving the degree were the same
ones who had received it only 3 months
prior. But that’s a good thing! Receiving

a degree and then giving it to someone {

else is the best way to learn it.

We’ll get better, and the important
thing was we knew Alison would be able
to join the Royal Purple degree at the
end of the month. And since it was a
Barnes Encampment degree, it ended
with a delicious bowl of ice cream for
everyone.

-- By Mason Wolf

GAME NIGHTS EVERY FRIDAY:

B BARNES 77 PANCAKE BREAKFAST

DATE: Saturday, August 2nd

COST: $10 for a full breakfast

TIME: 8am - 10am

PLACE:1035 Emory St, San Jose

At 9, they’ll put the GL board meet-
ing on the big screen to watch as we eat.

July 11 - Mountain View 244

(7pm - 10pm)

July 18 - Bay View 109, Redwood City
(6pm - 9pm)

July 25 - True Fellowship 52, San Jose

(6pm - 10pm)
August 1 - True Fellowship 52, San Jose

(6pm - 10pm)

JANE AUSTEN DANCE

DATE: Saturday, August 9

COST: $25 in advance, $30* at door

TIME: 7 - 10:30PM

PLACE: 1035 Emory St, San Jose

URL: True52.org/RegencyBall

*Door tickets not guaranteed. This
event has sold out each time they’ve held
it, and likely will again.

ONE MAN GONE IN CONCERT
DATE: Sunday, July 13th

COST: $25

TIME: 2pm - 6pm

PLACE:839 Main St, Redwood City
URL: bayviewlodgel09.org

See more events on the district calendar:
siliconvalleyoddfellows.org/district-calendar
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HAMILTUNES SING-A-LONG
DATE: Saturday, July 26th
COST: $15
TIME: 7pm-10:30pm
PLACE: 1035 Emory St, San Jose
URL: True52.org/hamiltunes
This is the officially-licensed sing-a-

long show featuring all the songs from

the hit Broadway musical, Hamilton!

Image of the month - Terrance Seddon
faces off with Judith Bartlett at the Three
Links Camp Festival’s LARP demo - 6/28/25


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/one-man-gone-grateful-dead-tribute-band-concert-tickets-1393562546089?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://bayviewlodge109.org
https://true52.org/mc-events/hamiltunes-sing-a-long/
https://true52.org/mc-events/hamiltunes-sing-a-long/
https://true52.org/pancakes
https://true52.org/pancakes
https://true52.org/RegencyBall
https://true52.org/RegencyBall
https://siliconvalleyoddfellows.org/district-calendar

